
WARNING READ CAREFULLY BEFORE STARTING!! 
 

(Watch these videos for help with set up, your own safety as well 
as great tips to get awesome shots:  

www.michaelthemaven.com/maven-adapter 
 
Congratulations on purchasing one of my very first photography 
accessory products! When used correctly, you will be able to get 
shots you haven’t dreamed possible. This note will help you get 
started as well as give you some tips and very important 
warnings when you are getting started. 

 
As always, exercise extreme caution when shooting & 

using your adapter. Your 1 Year warranty only covers the 
cost of the adapter in the very unlikely event it should 

break. Any accidents, damage of equipment, injuries to 
yourself or others are at your own risk and liability, so 

always inspect your gear to make sure it is secured before 
shooting. 

 
There are countless ways to use the Maven Adapter. If you 
intend to add a ball head for remote camera work, you will need: 
 
1. 1 Hex Bolt, 3/8" x 1.5" long (included) 
2. 2 3/8 Flat Washers (included) 
3. 1 3/8" Lock Washer (included) 
4. A sturdy painter’s or window cleaner’s pole. There are a 
variety of models; get the strongest one you can that suits your 
needs. Using a weak pole is dangerous and can lead to damage 
of your gear or others.   
5. Rope, Cord, Carabineers, or something to tether your camera 
to the pole (see image below) as a back up in case the shoe 
mount, ball, adapter or pole fails. This will "catch" your camera or 
lens from falling. In my 10 years of shooting with a sky cam rig, it 
has never been needed, but you can never be too careful.  
6.You will also need a photographers Ball head of some kind. I 
love the Bogen Manfrotto 486RC2 and am still using the same 
original one I bought when I was first getting started.  
 
 

 
 

(Always Tether your camera & accessories to the pole, not the 
adapter!) 

The Maven Adapter is designed to grab tight to the 3/8" hex 
bolt, as well as a Go Pro nut if you install your own. (Watch help 
video to install, no tools required) 
 
The flat washers will protect your adapter and ball head from 
being scratched. The Lock washer provides tension to prevent 
the ball head from rotating once it is on.  
 
Michael's Notes: 
- Wide Angle Lenses are very easy to use with a sky cam.  
- Zoom lenses are easier to use if you have Wi-Fi connectivity 
as you can preview and change your focus. Most recent Canon 
& Nikon cameras have either built-in Wi-Fi or Wi-Fi ports to 
accept modules that will allow for Wi-Fi connection. 
 -Always connect the heaviest part of your camera to the 
ball head. If you are shooting with a large or white Canon lens, 
such as the 100-400, you will connect the lens to the ball head 
and it will be more balanced. The Maven Adapter should easily 
support a camera body and lens, up to 7 lbs no problem. Do 
not overload the adapter! Chances are the pole or ball 
head will fail before the adapter will!  
 
- The adapter will also hold both Canon and Nikon Speedlites, 
as well as a number of other hot shoe mounted accessories. 
Some accessories fit better than others so use your best 
judgment. While there is a retention pinhole on the adapter, it 
may or may not be compatible with your accessory.  
- Do not force a flash retention pin lever, it may break the 
accessory.  

 
 If your hot shoe accessory fits and you can lower the retention 
pin, be sure to wiggle the Speedlite or accessory back and forth 
until you hear a little click. When you do, that means the lock is 
in place and you should try to remove the Speedlite to make 
sure it is locked in. If it doesn't slide out, you have locked it into 
place. Other models allow for thumbscrew tightening which are 
easier to secure. Always make sure your accessories are 
secure before using. If they are not secure, do not use, as 
they can fall and break or hurt someone. 
 

- Do not use an umbrella with the Maven Adapter in windy conditions. 
The surface area of the umbrella combined with wind can literally blow it 
out of your hands.  
 
If you have Wi-Fi Capability on your camera and another person to 
help: 
 
Wi-Fi Connectivity allows you to preview the shot, change exposure 
settings, focus and release the shutter. This is going to make using your 
sky cam rig very easy and straightforward, though you will need an 
assistant hold either the sky cam rig or your wifi connected device to 
make adjustments.  
 
If you do not have Wi-Fi or are shooting alone: 
 
- My experience has been that if you are shooting alone, the 10-second 
timer is best.  
- Set your lens switch to manual, and set your camera's focusing 
distance to infinity. This ensures most of your wider shots will be in 
focus 
- When you press the shutter button down, begin the countdown out 
loud or to yourself, so you have an idea of when the camera will trigger. 
- Inspect between shots and adjust your settings or composition 
accordingly.  
(Note: Some cameras will allow for multiple exposures after a single 
count down, but this varies. If you have the multiple exposure feature, 
slightly change the position of the camera between shots to get some 
variety.)  
 
If you notice any cracks in your adapter, discontinue use 
immediately and let us know so we can figure out what happened.  
 
Because this is one of the first models, I am very curious and 
interested in your feedback so we can make it better and easier to 
use. If you have any suggestions, please let me know! 
 

If you have any questions, input or suggestions, please send us an 
email: support@michaelthemaven.com 

 
Thank you so much for your support!    Best wishes – Michael 
 
Watch the many great set up videos here: 
 
www.michaelthemaven.com/maven-adapter 

 
 


